
 

 

 

 

press release  
  

 

FRIDAY 8 MAY 2020 
 

BP AUSTRALIA ANNOUNCES FEASIBILITY STUDY INTO HYDROGEN ENERGY 
PRODUCTION FACILITY 

 
bp Australia is today announcing a feasibility study into an export-scale renewable hydrogen 
production facility in Western Australia. 
 
The extensive study will help bp and the energy sector better understand the possibilities of using 
hydrogen to export renewable energy at scale.  
 
The project will include an initial investment from bp of (AUS) $2.7 million, with a further $1.7 million 
being funded by Australian Renewable Energy Agency (ARENA) as part of its Advancing Renewables 
Program. bp Australia will be supported by GHD Advisory to deliver the study.  
   
The feasibility study will deliver a detailed techno-economic evaluation of pilot and commercial scale 
green ammonia production plants in Geraldton. This will include an evaluation of the different 
technologies and process configurations required to manufacture green hydrogen and green 
ammonia.  
 
The potential pilot plant will look to produce green hydrogen, using onsite and/or grid-sourced 
renewable power. This will then be converted into around 20 kilo-tonnes per annum (ktpa) of green 
ammonia. Once developed to commercial scale, this is expected to increase to around 1,000 ktpa of 
green ammonia, targeted at domestic and export markets.  
 
The commercial-scale plant would require around 1.5GW of power. This is expected to be sourced 
from greenfield renewable power generation, enabling the project to benefit from the advantaged solar 
and wind resource in the region. Lightsource bp, a 50:50 joint venture between Lightsource and bp in 
the funding, development and long-term management of solar projects, will provide and advise on the 
renewable power solutions. 
 
Frédéric Baudry, bp chief operating officer for Asia Pacific, said: “Western Australia is the study 
location due, in part, to its vast solar and wind resources, existing port infrastructure and proximity to 
large, long-term markets for green hydrogen. The study further demonstrates bp’s long-standing 
investment and commitment to the region. I would like to thank the Australian government for their 
support for this important project and the development of advanced fuels in Australia.” 
 
The study supports bp’s ambition to become a net zero company by 2050 or sooner and to help the 
world get to net zero.  
 



 

 

 

Dev Sanyal, executive vice president of bp Gas and Low Carbon Energy, said: “We believe that green 
hydrogen will play an increasingly important role, not only as a new, clean energy vector, but also in 
enabling the further growth of renewable power. This aligns with bp’s ambition to support the world’s 
decarbonisation agenda. This feasibility study is an important step towards developing a large-scale 
export project and understanding this hydrogen value chain in full.” 
 
ARENA CEO Darren Miller said: “Australia is a key market for bp and other companies to progress 
their strategic developments for the future renewable hydrogen industry because of our abundant 
renewable energy resources and established trade partners.” 
 
Ashley Wright, GHD’s chief executive, added: “We are not waiting for a clean energy future – we are 
building it with our clients and communities. Renewable hydrogen has the potential to be a 
significant part of the solution by decarbonising a range of industries where it is difficult to 
meaningfully reduce emissions any other way.” 
 
bp is a member of the Australian Hydrogen Council as well as the Global Hydrogen Council and is 
actively evaluating hydrogen business opportunities around the world. Results of this study will be 
released to the public as part of a knowledge-sharing agreement to help progress the use of 
renewable hydrogen energy. 
 
 

– ENDS – 
 

bp in Australia 

bp is one of Australia’s leading premium fuel retailers with around 1,400 branded retail fuel sites 
across the country, of which approximately 350 are company-owned, and more than 1,000 owned 
and operated by our independent business partners. bp is one of Australia’s most significant 
investors, contributing to local economies, building infrastructure and creating jobs through our 
upstream and downstream businesses. bp directly employs around 5,700 people with many 
thousands more indirectly employed through our partners, contractors and suppliers. 
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